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Abstract

Objective: The de-concentrated organizing of provinces along with the expanse of country, ethnic
and religious diversity and the massive volume of public services, have confronted Islamic
Republic of Iran with various problems such as reducing productivity, undermining of local
sovereignty and promoting ethnic and religious nationalism. The purpose of this research is to
identify indicators of local self-government as an example of decentralized local government.

Methods: The model in this research was designed using mixed—method approach. In the first
phase, due to the lack of ample previous researches on indicators of local self-government
evaluation, and also due to the consideration of ethnic and climatic stresses and geographical-
political situations of Iran, the initial evaluation pattern of local self-government was designed
through the Directed Content Analysis method. In this section, 16 experts were interviewed.
Finally, the initial evaluation pattern was tested using Structural Modeling Equation.

Results: Analyzing the results of the interviews, in the qualitative section, legal identity,
democracy, government duties, decision-making powers, and public organizations elements were
extracted from 567 indications, 150 concepts and 22 categories. The results of the quantitative test
indicated the confirmation of all categories and concepts, except for the partisanship concept.
Finally, the self-government conditions of the provinces have been evaluated using proposed local
self-government evaluation model.

Conclusion: Since no evaluative model for self-government conditions of the provinces has not
been designed so far, the results of this research can be used to decentralize the provinces. The
provinces of Tehran, Khorasan-e-Razavi and Isfahan showed better status in all of the self-
government indicators. In contrast, the provinces of Sistan-o-Balochestan, Kordestan, Ilam and
northern and southern Khorasan showed lower status in self-government, which can lead to an
increase in the developmental gap between these provinces.
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